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INFORMATION ABOUT CCAD AUDIT
· To ensure that the continuation of good quality care in the treatment of heart (cardiac) disease, all surgical and non-surgical treatments are recorded by an independent data collection organisation known as CCAD (Central Cardiac Audit Database). This work is overseen by the Royal Colleges and Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership. 
· The Children’s Heart Federation are actively involved in the steering group for CCAD ensuring patients and parent’s viewpoints are taken into consideration

· Analysis of this information allows individual hospitals and doctors to compare outcomes which should enable good or poor practice to be identified and appropriate action taken.

· This data will include: name, NHS number, date of birth and postcode so that immediate and longer term outcome can be monitored.  Long term survival data is obtained from the Office of National Statistics
· The data is sent electronically (by computer connection) in a confidentially secure way (encrypted) and is held according to the Data Protection Act.  No-one other than CCAD staff can gain access to any person’s data.

· In order to ensure that hospitals are submitting accurate data, spot checks will be made of patient’s notes.  This involves senior consultants from other hospitals visiting a particular hospital and randomly selecting up to 20 sets of case notes and comparing the data submitted against the record in the notes to ensure that it is accurate.  All information seen about a particular patient will be treated in the strictest confidence. These visits are overseen by our project nurse and a consultant.
· The collective anonymous data is available for public viewing on the Internet so that you or anyone can look up how well a hospital is doing on a particular treatment.  www.ccad.org.uk/congenital

· You may if you wish, refuse consent to have your notes included in the validation process. This will not affect subsequent treatment but will mean that information about the hospital or doctor will not be accurate due to incomplete data.  Data about a procedure performed will still be sent anonymously. 
· If you have any questions, please feel free to ask a member of staff or telephone 020 71884554.  
· If you do wish to refuse consent for your notes to be used during the validation visit please ask your child’s doctor’s to document this.
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